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Abstract: This article discusses a number of common features that allow us to talk about the last 

novels of Dickens "Great Expectations" (1860-1861), "A Mutual Friend" (1864-1865) and "The 

Secret of Edwin Drood" (1870). 
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The works of Dickens talk about the development and consolidation of trends in the detective 

genre. The mysterious crime, to which the efforts of a number of characters are directed, is 

generally quite common in Dickens' novels. In Martin Chaseville, in Nicholas Nickleby, in Oliver 

Twist, in Bleak House, Hard Times, and Little Dorrit, there are all kinds of sinister criminals and 

murderers, but at the same time, none of these works cannot be unconditionally called a detective 

novel. The crime, however, is the engine of the plot, it organizes the intrigue. It helps to place the 

actors; it more clearly distributes moral chiaroscuro. But the crime and the disclosure of the secret 

associated with it are not the main content of the work here. Its content is much broader. 

The movement and interweaving of individual destinies (where some secret of a gloomy character 

enters only as an integral element) played an auxiliary role in all these novels and served the main, 

broader task, symbolizing the dark, mysterious forces of the depicted reality. 

In the so-called crime or detective novel, the situation is different. The center of gravity is 

transferred to the individual, empirical fact, to the very way in which the crime was committed, or 

to the methods of its disclosure. Characteristically, in Gothic literature, the main interest of the 

reader was attracted by the figure of the criminal, often surrounded by a mystical halo. The crime 

may already be known or it may not exist at all. Intentions are important, the “philosophy of evil” 

is important, the very bearer of the evil principle is important as an ideological phenomenon, 

regardless of his real actions. 

In a detective novel, the crime itself is important, and most importantly (and hence the name of the 

genre) is all the complex mechanics of finding out, which, in fact, constitutes the plot of such 

works. The reader, as it were, joins the active investigation of the judicial incident and tirelessly 

participates in solving the problem, which is initially presented to him in the form of an equation 

with a fairly large number of unknowns (however, a gradual increase in their number is also 

possible here). The solution to this equation is the forward movement of a typical detective novel. 

Starting with "Great Expectations" and ending with "The Secret of Edwin Drood", we can observe 

the process of a gradual decrease in the social pathos of switching the author's attention to the 

crime-detective theme. In this respect, Great Expectations, like Our Mutual Friend, occupies an 

intermediate position. But since the crime theme and the detective "solving the mystery" have not 

yet fully mastered the plot and leave room for a relatively broad picture of social reality as well (in 

"Great Expectations" these are episodes of Pip's city life, in "Our Mutual Friend" it is mainly 

satirical image of a secular society). And only "The Secret of Edwin Drood" can be called a 

detective novel in the full sense of the word. Crimes and criminals, prisons, the judiciary, convicts 

and many other elements of the criminal world have often been a cross-cutting theme of Dickens' 
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novels. But if we trace the evolution of his works from Oliver Twist to The Secret of Edwin Drood, 

then we can say with confidence that Dickens would have turned to the detective genre in any case, 

not just to captivate the reader, but in order to show that the root of evil lies in the social system, 

namely in the system of education and upbringing. 
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