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The basis of civil society in every state is formed by independent public organizations. Its basis in
Uzbekistan was formed by such institutions as non-governmental non-profit organizations, and
these are: political parties, trade unions, public associations, foundations, associations, movements,
independent media, as well as self-government bodies of citizens ( mahallas ) and others [1].

Today they are engaged in the provision of social services to the population, socially significant
activities, the protection of human rights, the solution of various issues of local importance,
through the invested mechanisms of public control, they contribute to the transparency and
efficiency of the work of state bodies. Along with their social activity, a number of measures are
being implemented in Uzbekistan to create organizational, legal, material conditions for their
formation and development [2].

The definition of civil society can be formulated in two ways:

> this is the sphere of self-manifestation of free citizens and voluntarily formed associations and
organizations, which are protected by relevant laws from direct interference and arbitrary
regulation by the state authorities;

> it is a set of non-political relations, that is, social relations outside the framework of power-state
structures [25-29].

This term is also used to determine the degree of evolution of a civilized society. In this sense, civil
society is one that guarantees the indisputable fulfillment of the rights and freedoms of a citizen,
and in return requires the fulfillment of duties [3].

Examples of manifestations of civil society:
» independent media (press, radio, television);
» environmental organizations (societies for the protection of nature);
» unions;
» human rights organizations;
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» sports organizations;
» creative and cultural unions, etc [4].

If you pay attention to the history of the state and law of Uzbekistan, you can become a witness
that in the conditions of independence, non-governmental non-profit organizations have gained a
wide scope, carrying out their activities in various fields.

Civil society institutions, in particular non-governmental non-profit organizations, are becoming an
important factor in protecting democratic values, rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of
people, creating conditions for citizens to realize their potential, increase their social, socio-
economic activity and legal culture. As a result of the legal, organizational, institutional, socio-
economic measures taken, aimed at the further development of civil society, the foundation was
laid for the formation and development of the "third sector"” [5].

The importance of the "third sector" in the state and social construction of any country that has set
itself the goal of forming a civil society is great, as it provides citizens with the opportunity to
realize their potential, improve their socio-political, socio-economic and legal culture, ensure their
interests and fall behind them.

The degree of modern development of civil society in Uzbekistan, its qualitative and quantitative
indicators describe a characteristic feature of the national model, demonstrate success and stability
[6]

In the formation of civil society , the legal foundations for the activities of non-governmental non-
profit organizations created and updated taking into account modern realities are of great
importance . Indeed, along with an increase in their role in society in exercising public control over
the activities of state authorities and administration, the place of non-state non-profit organizations
is increasing every time. In this regard, there is an increase in the activity of non-governmental
non-profit organizations in the country [7].

It should be noted that there are two main reasons for the need for the existence of a sector of non-
governmental non-profit organizations.

1. The social necessity lies in the fact that non-governmental non-profit organizations perform an
important function in a democratic society : they create a special environment for the protection of
the most vulnerable segments of the population, protect human rights.

2. The economic necessity lies in the fact that non-profit organizations provide those services and
bring into public relations such values that are not sufficiently profitable from the point of view of
entrepreneurs or commercial structures and which are not fully manageable by the executive bodies
of the state. All funds earned in the course of their activities are used by non-profit organizations to
expand and finance their own programs, helping the state to solve social problems, support
healthcare, education, science, culture and art, without burdening the state budget [8].

The formation of democratic institutions in the Republic of Uzbekistan is in line with global trends
in social development. The activities of non-governmental non-profit organizations in Uzbekistan
are aimed primarily at alleviating the social costs of implementing the reform program, through
creating conditions for the protection of the poor, elderly and disabled members of society,
expanding employment and professional reorientation of the population, promoting reforms in rural
areas and small towns, stimulating the development of small and medium business. The social
orientation of non-governmental non-profit organizations makes it possible to neutralize acute
social contradictions, mitigate the inevitable difficulties of the transition period and help people
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adapt to new living conditions [9]. Behind them is a great prospect in the formation of civil
initiatives in increasing the social activity of people, solving many urgent problems of our life.

The National Association of Non-Governmental Non-Commercial Organizations of Uzbekistan is
one of the largest public organizations in the country. The Association was established in 2005 on
the initiative of 150 public organizations of the country. This organization consolidates the
organizational and intellectual resources of non-governmental non-profit organizations for the
implementation of the priority tasks of state and social construction, democratic reforms to form a
free and open, strong civil society in the country [10].

National ~ Association  of  Non-Governmental  Non-Commercial ~ Organizations  of
Uzbekistan promotes:

» development of constructive and mutually beneficial cooperation of non-governmental non-
profit organizations with government bodies, citizens' gatherings, commercial and other public
organizations of the country, foreign and international institutions;

» ensuring the legal rights and interests of non-governmental non-profit organizations, their
organizational, legal and financial development;

» expanding the role and place of non-governmental non-profit organizations in protecting human
rights and freedoms, developing and monitoring legal acts, state, sectoral and territorial
programs for the socio-political and socio-economic development of the country and regions,
organizing public control over the activities of state bodies;

» mobilization of organizational and financial resources for the implementation of projects of
non-governmental non-profit organizations in the economic, social and cultural life of society,
programs to improve the legal culture of the population, the education of harmoniously
developed youth;

> increasing the professional knowledge of employees of non-governmental non-profit
organizations, equipping them with modern-minded and highly qualified personnel [11].

National association non-governmental non-profit organizations Uzbekistan on a systematic basis
organizes the holding of international, republican and regional conferences, seminars, round tables
and forums to discuss the development of democratic institutions, legislation and civil society,
develop proposals and recommendations for further improvement of the organizational and legal
framework for the activities of non-governmental non-profit organizations [12-17].

Indeed, today non-governmental non-profit organizations and other institutions of civil society play
an important role in building a democratic rule of law, ensuring the rule of law in society and
increasing the socio-political and socio-economic potential of the country. On March 3, 2021, the
Decree of the President "On additional measures for state support of non-governmental non-profit
organizations, ensuring the freedom of their activities, protecting their rights and legitimate
interests” was adopted. This Resolution is important for further enhancing the role of non-
governmental non-profit organizations as active participants and partners in the ongoing reforms in
New Uzbekistan, strengthening the protection of their rights and legitimate interests, expanding the
scale of state support and creating favorable conditions for them [18-24].

Non-state non-profit organizations operating in accordance with the statutory goals throughout the
territory of the Republic of Uzbekistan, as well as having separate subdivisions in two or more
administrative-territorial units, are recognized as republican non-state non-profit organizations,
non-state non-profit organizations operating in accordance with the statutory goals in the territory
oblasts, districts, cities, towns, villages and auls are territorial non-state non-profit organizations.
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